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of enterprjfiner greatly, as an uffblciTiifhcd conference in¬ 
flexible refaction are above an accidental flow of i'pirits, ora 
fudden tide of blood. Pope* 

3, A ftream of di£Hon; volubility of tongue. 

Teaching is not a flaw of words, nor the draining of an 
hour-glafs; but an efteflual procuring that a man know fbme- 
thing which he knew not before, or to know it better. South, 
FLQ'WER. n.fl [ pur , French; flos y /lores, Latin.] 

1, The part of a plant which contains the feeds. 

Such are reckoned perfeffc flowers which have petals, a 
ft amen, apex and ftylus; and whatever flower wants either of 
thefe is reckoned imperfe£L Perfcdl flowers are divided into 
fimple ones, which are not coinpofed of other fmaller ones, 
and which ufually have but one Angle ftyle ; and compounded, 
which confift of many flofeuli, all making but one flower* 
Simple flowers are monopetalous, which have the body of the 
fimjutr all of one intire leaf, though feme times cut or divided 
a little way into many feemtng petala, or leaves ; as in borage, 
buglofs, or polypetalous, which have diftinft petals, and 
thofe falling off Gngly* and not all together, as the feeming 
petal a of moitopctalous floivers always do but thofe are fur¬ 
ther divided into uniform and difform flowers : the former 
have their right and left hand parts, and the forward and back¬ 
ward parts all alike; but the difform have no fuch regularity, 
as in the flowers of fage, dead nettle, &c* A monopetalous 
difform flower is like wife further divided into, firft, femi-fiftu- 
lar, whofe upper part refembles a pipe cut oft' obliquely, as in 
the ariloftochia: 2d, labiate; and this either with one lip 
brtly, as in the acanthum and fcordium, or w,th two lips, as 
in the far greater part of the labiate flowers: and here the up¬ 
per lip is famedmes turned upwards, and fo turns the convex 
part downwards, as in the chamseciflus, &c, but moft com¬ 
monly the upper Up is convex above, and turns the hollow 
part down to its fellow below, and fo reprefents a kind of 
helmet, or monkfhood ; and from thence thefe are frequently 
called galeate, cucullatc, and galefieulate flowers ; and in this 
form are the flouters of the ] ami urn, and moft vertidllate plants. 
Sometimes alfo the Iamium is intire, and fometimes jagged or 
divided. 3d, Corniculate ; that is, fuch hollo wflowers as have 
on their upper part a kind of fpur, or little horn, as in the 
linaria, delphinium, &c. and the carniculiim, or calcar, is al¬ 
ways impervious at the up or point. Compounded flowers 
are either, firft, difeous or difcoidal; thaL is, whofe flofculi 
are fet together fo clofe, thick, and even, as to make the fur- 
face of the fiwer plain and flat, which therefore, bpcaufe of 
its round form, will be like adifeus; which difk is fomc- 
times radiated, when there is a row of petala ftaiiding round 
in the dilk, like the points of a ftar, as in the matricaria, 
cham^melum, &c* and fometimes naked, having no fuch 
radiating leaves round the limb of its dilk, as in the tanace- 
tum ; 2d, plamfolious, which is compofed of plain flowers, 
fet together in circular rows round the centre, and whofe face 
is ufual y indented, notched uneven and jagged, as the hiera- 
cia, &c. 3d, fiftolar, which is compounded of many 

long hollow littl e flowers, like pipes, all divided into large jags 
at the ends. Imperfeft/ftwr , becaufe they want the petala, 
are called ftamineous, apetalous, and capillaceous; and thofe 
which hang pendulous by fine threads, like the juli, are by 
Tournefort called amentaceous, and we call them cats-tail- 
The term catnpamformis is ufed for fuch as are in theftiape of 
a bell, and infundibuliformis for fuch as are in the form of a 
funnel. Miller . 

Good mens lives 

Expire before the flowers in their caps. 

Dying or ere they ficken. ShakefpeartCs Macbeth* 

With flow'r inwoven trefles torn. 

The nymphs in twilight ftiade of tangled thickets mourn. 

Milton* 


Beauteous flow'rs why do we fpread 
Upon the monuments of the dead ? Cowley* 

Though the fame fun with all-difFufive rays 
Rlufh in the rofe and in the diamond blaze, 

We pralfe the ftronger effort of his power, 

And always fet the gem above the flower* Pope. 

If the bloffom of the plant be of moft importance, we call 
it a flower ; fuch are dailies, tulips, and carnations. Watts* 

2. An ornament; an embelliftiment. 

This dlfcourfe of Cyprian, and the excellent flowers of rhe- 
torick in it, (hew him to have been a fwcct and powerful 
orator. Hakewill on Providence. 

Truth needs no fl&ufrs of fpeech. Pope* 

3. The prime; the flourifhingpart. 

Alas ! young man, your days can ne'er be long : 

In fhnvr of a^e you perifh for a fang. Pope s Horace Impr* 

4. The edible part of coin; the meal. 

The bread I would have in fizwer, fo as ir might be baked 
{till to ferve their neceflary want. Spenjer on Ireland * 

I can make my audit up, that all 
From me do back receive the flsvfr of all, 

And leave me but the bran. ShakeJpearC s Cori oleums* 

The flowers of grains, mixed with water, will make a fort 
0 f gbie. Arbuthwt m Aliments* 


But by thy care twelve urns of wine be filIM, 

Next thefe in worth, and firm thole urns be feaFd; 

Be twice ten meafures of the choiceft flour 

Prepar’d, ere yet defeends the evening hour. Pope's Qdyjfi* 

5. The moft excellent or valuable part of any thing; 
teftence. 

The choice and flower of all things profitable the Pfalias 
do more briefly contain, and more movingly exprefs, by rca- 
fon of their poetical form. Hooker 

Thou haft flain 

The flower of Europe for his chivalry. Shakefp. Hemy Vf 
The French monarchy is exhaufted of its braveft fubject§' 
the flower of the nation is con fumed in its wars. Addifon , 

6. That which is moft diftmgmftied for any thing valuable 

He is not th efewer of courtefy ; but, 1 warrant him 3 as 
gentle as a lamb* Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet* 

Flg'wkr de Luce. n. f. A bulbous iris. 

It hath a lily flower of one leaf, fhaped like that of the 
common iris: the pointal has three leaves, and the empale- 
ment turns to a fruit fhaped like that of the common iris. Its 
root is bulbous. Milsr fpecifics thirty-four fpectes of this 
plant; and among them the Perfian flower de luce is greatly 
efteemed for the fweetneft and beauty of its variegated flowers, 
which are in perfection in February, or the beginning of 
March. 

Grop'd are the flower de luces in your arms; 

Of England’s coat one half is cut away. Shake/, Henry VI. 
The iris is the flower de luce , Peacham* 

To Flo'wer. v. n . [ fleurir, French, or from the noun.] 

1. To be in flower; to be in bloffom ; to bloom ; to put forth 
flowers. 

So forth they marched in this goodly fort, 

To tnke the folate of the open air, 

And in frefh flowering fields themfelves to fport. Fairy J^ 
Sacred hill, whofe head full high. 

Is, as it were, for endlefs memory 

Of that dear Lord, who oft thereon was found, 

For ever with a flowering garland crown’d* Fairy 
Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flower d y 
Opening their various colours. Milton 1 s Paradifle Lofl y L vii, 
Mark well the flow ring almonds in the wood, 

If od’rous blooms the bearing branches load. Dryd. Georg* 
l*o Jeaflefe flimbs the /faulting palms fucceed. 

And od’rous myrtle to the noifome weed. Pope'sMt/floh. 

2. To be in the prime; to flouriffcu 

Whilome in youth, when flower'd my youthful fpring, 
Like fwallow fwift, I wandered here and there; 

For heat of heedlefs luft me did fo fling. 

That I of doubted danger had no fear. Spetfler's Pafl&ralt, 
This eaufe detain'd me all my flow* ring youth, 

Within a loathfome dungeon there to pine. Shah Hen* Vi. 

3, I o froth ; to ferment; to mantle, as new bottled beer. 

Thefe above water were the beft, and that beer did flmer 
a little; whereas that under warer did not, though it were 
ffefti* Bacon's Natural Hijhry , N*. 385* 

An extreme clarification doth fpread the fpirits fo fmooth 
that they become dull, and the drink dead, which ought to 
have a little flowering . Bacon ± Natural Htjiory* 

4, To come as cream from the furface. 

If you can accept of thefe few obfervations, which have 
flowered off, and are T as it were, the burnifhingof many flu- 
dious and contemplative years, I here give you them to difpofe 
of. Milton on b ducatiott* 

To Flo'wer v. a* [from the noun.] To adorn with 
tinus or imitated flow-ers. 

F lc/werACE, n.f. [from flowerd] Store of flowers. 

Fli./’weret. n.j . [fleurcti French, ] A flower; a final! 
flower. 


Sometimes her head fhe fondly would aguife 
With gaudy garlands, or frefh flow veil dight, 

About her neck, or rings of mfties plight. Fairy 
No more fhall trenching war channel her fields, 

Nor bruife her flow 7 rets with the armed hoofs 
Of hoftile pacer. Shake!peare'i Henry IV* 

That fame dew, which fometime on the buds 
Was wont to fwell, like round and orient pearls, 

Stood now within the pretty flow reds eyes, 

Like tears that did their own difgrace bewail. Shakrffc&rt* 
So to the fyivan lodge 

They came, that like Pomona's arbour fmil’d. 

With flow'rets deck’d, and fragrant fmells. MilU Par Hfl* 
Then laughs the childifti year with fl w'ms Growrfd, 
And lavifhly perfumts the fields around ; 

But no fubftantt&l nourifhment receives, 

Infirm theftalks, unfolid are the leaves. DrydensF&bh/ 
FloVergarden, n.j* [flower and garden.'] A garden in 
which flowers are principally cultivated* 

Obferving that this manure produced flowers in the field? 1 
made my gardener try thole ihells in my jin vtrgarden^ and 1 
never faw better carnations or flowers. Mortimer s Husbandry 
Flo'wkriness, n.fl [from flowny.] 

1 . The ftate of abounding in flowers* 

4 2. Floridncft 
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2. Floridnefs of fpeecb* 

FLo'vvERtNCBUSH. n.fl A plant. 

The leaves are triangular and grafiy, the ftalks naked, and 
the flowers difpofed in an umbel I a upon the top of the ftalk, 
vach confift lug of fix leaves: three of them are large, and 
three fmall, which are expanded in form of a rofe. Miller. 
Fto'WERr. adj* [fro m flower.] Full of flowers; adorned with 
flowers real or fiflitious. 

My modier Circe, with the fyrens three, 

Amid’ft die fiow'ry ktrtfd Naiades. Milton. 

Day's harbinger 

Comes dancing from the Eaft, and leads with her 
The flnvry May, who from her green lap throws 
T he yellow cow Hip and the pale prim rofe. Milton , 

O'er his fair limbs a flow'ry veft he threw. Pope's Odyjfey . 
To her the fbady grove, the flow'ry field. 

The ftreams and fountains, no delight could yield* Pope*. 
Flo'wingly* adv. [ from flow* ] With volubility ; with 
abundance. 

Fiuwk. n*j\ [fluke^ Scott.] A flounder; the name of a fifli- 
Amongft thefe the flowk , foie, and plaice follow the tide up 
into the frefh waters, Caretvs Survey of Cornteat* 

Flg'wkwort. n.fl The name of a plant. 

Flown. Participle of fly*> oiflec^ they being confounded* 
i* Gone away. 

For thofe. 

Appointed to fit there* had left their charge, 

Flown to the upper world. Milton's Paradifle Lfl^ b. x* 
Where, my deluded fenfe ! was reafon flown ? 

Where the high majefty of David’s throne ? Prior * 

2. Puffed ; inflated ; elate. 

And when night 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the foils 
Of Beliah, flown with infolence and wine. Milton's P. L * 
Ptu^CTOANT. adj* [flu£hians % Latin.] Wavering; uncertain. 
Fo be longing for this thing to-day, and for that thing to¬ 
morrow ; to change likings for loathings, and to ftand wifli- 
mg and hankering at a venture, how is it poftible for any man 
to be at reft in this fluffuant wandering humour and opi¬ 
nion f VFJlrame* 

Tot LLFCTUATE. v* n * [ fluff uo^ Latin.] 

1. To roll to and again as water in agitation* 

The fluctuating fields of liquid air. 

With all the curious meteors hov’ring there, 

And the wide regions of the land, proclaim 
ThePowV Divine, that rais'd the mighty frame. Blackmon* 

2. To float backward and forward, as with the motion of water. 
3* To move with uncertain and hafty motion* 

The tempter 

New part puts on; and, as to paffion mov’d. 

Fluctuates difturb’d. Miltons Paradifle Lofl y b. ix* 

4. To be in an uncertain ftate; to fed fudden viciftitudes. 

As the greateft part of my eftate has been hitherto of an 
unfteady and volatile nature, either toft upon feas, or fluc¬ 
tuating in funds, it is now fixed and fettled In fubftantial acres 
and tenements. Addifon's Spectator, N°* 540. 

5 * * 0 be irrefolute ; to he undetermined. 

Fluctuation* n.fl [fluffuatio, Latin ; fluctuation, French, 
from fluctuate ,] 

1* J he alternate motion of the water. 

Its fluctuations are but motions fubfervient, which winds, 
Lornis, fhores, fbdves, and every interjacency irregulates* 5 

Browns Vulgar Err ours, b. vii. c. 17* 

- we ^ c caufed b y the impulfes and fluctuation of water 

m the bowels of the earth. Woodward's Natural Hi/lorv * 
2. Uncertainty; indetermination. 

It wN] not hinder it from making a profelyte of a perfon, 
iat ovfajmfluation of judgment little enough to be willing 
to be ealed of it by any thing but errour. BovU. 

L Ff -V' V w 1 OT , d of whictl l know not the etymology, un- 
iefs it be derived from flew of fly .J b> 

l pipe r r ch L mne y to conve y air » ticat, or fmoke. 

• bolt down or fur, fuch as may fly in the wind. 

luellin. n.fl I he herb Speedwell. 

Y - n -f [from fluent J] 

freedom from ha,ft. 

B/uany of numbers, and moft expreflive figures for the 

fS.TSL th ' feri0m> for admirers* of 

Readinef. j coplouftefs; vedubilit,. f ““ 

thr | Ur pj '^' r ^ l,tur sy be cafliiered, the better to pleafe 
ftofr men wl,„ 6 , oriea ft , hcir cxtempora , v 

B ;™ «*£*>%'>»<" vainly bead fcir 

We rpjfft the .™ u l5 u 1 et ’ while the tongue is our’s : 

- r f° n with fuch fluency and fire, 

u? .icaux we baffle, and the learned tire. Hekell 

" f fp ? h in m » n >' “ 
for Whoever if a ma£“r C1 f y ) <)f malter > and a hardly of words; 
tdea«, will bt aut in f ° i . an ® ua Sf’ and bath a mind full of 
both. Pt> to hefitate upon the choice of 

swift 1 Thoughts m various Sulflfis, 


FLU 

з. Affluence; abundance. This fenfe is obfolete. 

Thofe who grow old in fluency and eafe. 

Behold him toft on feas. Sandy!$ Paraphrafle on Job* 

God riches and renown to men imparts, 

Even all they wifh; and yet their narrow hearts 
Cannot fo great a fluency receive. 

But their fruition to a ft ranger leavd* Sandys+ 

FtUTNT. adj* [fluent, Latin.] 

1* Liquid. 

It is not malleable; but yet is not fluent, but ftupined* Bac* 
2 * Flowing; in riiotion; influx. 

Motion being a fluent thing, and one part of its duration 
being abfolutely independent upon another, it doth not follow 
that becaufe any tiling moves this moment, it muft neceffarily 
continue to do fo the next, Ray on the Creation - 

3. Ready; copious; voluble. 

Thofe have foOie natural difpofitions, which have bet¬ 
ter grace in youth -than in age, fuch as is a fluent and luxu¬ 
rious fpeech. Rmm* 

I fliall Jay before you all that's within me, 

And with moft fluent utterance* Denham's Sophy* 

Flu'ent. n.fl Stream; running water. 

Confiding in their hands, that fcd'lous ftrive 
I o cut th ! outrageous fluent ; in this diftreis, 

Ev’n in the fight of death. Phillips* 

FLUID, adj* [fluidus , Latin; fluids, French*] Having parts 
eafily feparable ; not folid. 

Or ferve they as a flow’ry verge to bind 
The fluid Ikirts of that fame watVy cloud. 

Left it again diflblve, and fhowV the earth ? Milt P. Lojh 
If particles flip eafily, and are of a fit fize to be agitated by 
heat, and the heat is big enough to keep them in agitation, 
the body is fluid ; and if it be apt to flick to things, it is 
fcumid. Newton's Opr , 

Flu'id. n.fl* [In phyfick.] Any animal juice: as the blood. 
Confider how luxury hath introduced new difeafes, and 
with them, not improbably, altered the whole courfe of the 
fluids • Arhut knot and Pope's Mart. Seri bier us* 

Flu IDITY, n.j. [fluidite, Fr. from fluid.] The quality in bo¬ 
dies oppofite to fblid ity ; want of adherence between rhe parts. 

, H eaC promotes fluidity very much, by diminifhing the tena¬ 
city of bodies : it makes many bodies fluid, which are not fluid 
in cold, and increafes the fluidity of tenacious liquids; as of 
oil, balfam and honey; and thereby decreafes their re- 

A r . Newton's Opt. 

A dileafe oppofite to this fpiffitude is too great fluidity . Arb. 
rLU iQNEss, n.j* [fromfluid.] That quality in bodies oppo¬ 
site to ftabiliry* 

What if we fliould fay that /Mdseft and ftability depends 
10 much upon the texture of the parts, that, by the change of 
that texture, the fame parts may be made to conftitute either a 
fluid or a dry body, and that permanently too ? Beyle. 

lu MMBRY. n.f. A kind of food made by coagulation of 
wheatflower or oatmeal. 

Milk and flummery are very fit for children. Luke. 

F LUNG, participle and prett. He of fling. 7'hrown; caft. 

Several ftatues the Homans themfelves flung into the river, 

Fnrr'd Cy r°r U] C revej, g e tbtemfelves. Addfln on hah. 

FLUOR n.f. [Latin.] . ' 

i* A fluid ftate* 

I he particles of fluids which do not cohere too ftronply, 
and arc of fuch a imallnefs as renders them moft fufceptible of 
thofe agitations which keep liquors in a fluoiy are moft eafily 

2 Oumtid^ rarified lnt0 va P our ' ,i - Newton’s Opt. 

FtU'aRv. n.fl 

1. A guft or ftorm of wind a hafty blaft. 

I he boat was overfet by a fudden flurry from the North, 

- ". . Gulliver's Travels. 

2* liurry ; a violent commotion- 

/ °r F h USH - V C'- t /*#"> Dutch, to flow; flits-, or flux, Fr.] 

I* 1 o flow with violence, J J 

T he pulie of the heart he attributes to an ebullition and 

ner of S an T L th f b L ood in the ^^trlcles, after the man* 
ner of the milk which, being lieated to flich a degree, doth 

U It P/l and f' once ’ fidb up and run over the veft'el. Ray 

и, ^ *“ ° r ,1 “ c “ k f v^ ut .* V* * nd 

2. To come in hafte. Mortimer s Husbandry. 

If the place but affords 
Any ftore of lucky birds; 

As I make ’em to fiujh. 

Each oWl out of his bitfh p • , r , _ , 

3 - 1 

Had gaul'Sl 1 ^! lea ’ 3 

Whir* Hf k CC ‘ dl ^ em P Cr /«A«g- glow’d. Milt. Bar. Left 

A'SSSl**™ d “' 

collier of the Afpeft. 

What 



























































































































